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Treasury Department, 

Office of the Director of the Mint, 
Washington, D.C., 

September 13, 1880 


Sir: 


The Mints at San Francisco and Carson have for some time past been furnishing this 
Office with monthly statements of the dies used and number of pieces struck by each die. I have 
directed that in future these statements shall be rendered only at the close of the calendar year 
and for the purpose of instituting comparisons, you are hereby instructed to furnish a similar 
statement of the dies in your Mint. 


In order that a record may be kept in this office of all coinage dies made, used and 
destroyed in every calendar year you will, in preparing dies for your own use and for the other 
coinage Mints, cause numbers in consecutive order to be stamped upon the dies, commencing 
with No. 1 for the obverse of each denomination made for each Mint and the same for the 
reverse. Every die will then be identified by its number from the time it is made until it is 
destroyed. 


In sending dies to the Mints you will notify this Office of the individual numbers of those 
forwarded and in reporting the dies used and pieces struck at your Mint as well as in your report 
of the destruction of dies at the close of the calendar year, you will give the number of every one 
so used or destroyed. 


The numbering and detailed reporting of dies will commence with the ensuing Calendar 
year. 


Very respectfully, 
Horatio C. Burchard 
Director. 


A. Loudon Snowden Esq. 
Supt. U.S. Mint 
Philadelphia Pa 


